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Newsletter 

2017 

Welcome to the 2017 Sopley Newsletter.  
 
I hope you have all had a great year and enjoy reading this 
year’s Newsletter. 
One of my key focuses for the next year is going to be traffic! 
Working in and around the village on a regular basis I am 
shocked by how fast motorists travel through here. With 
simple cost effective measures I am sure we can improve the 
situation. 
We continue as a council to look for solutions to slow the ever 
increasing traffic. One of the ways that we do this is through 
the new Speedwatch Scheme, which we are looking for willing 
volunteers to join and support. Please contact Katie Hughes 
(Parish Clerk) for more info. This will give us evidence to 
share with Hampshire Highways to work towards slowing the 
speed of the traffic through the village. If anyone has any 
thoughts or ideas on how to reduce the speed of the traffic, 
then I would be more than happy to hear them. 
 
The Parish Hall is a real central hub for the Parish and 
continues to run many events throughout the year which is a 
great way to get together with friends and family. Keep a look 
out for future events and why not come along. 
 
It was with great sadness  that I heard of the passing of Mr 
Tim Gibson, ͚Tiŵ ǁas a dediĐated aŶd ǀalued ŵeŵďeƌ of SopleǇ Paƌish CouŶĐil – 
oŶ ǁhiĐh he seƌǀed as ďoth a CouŶĐilloƌ aŶd, latteƌlǇ, CouŶĐil ChaiƌŵaŶ foƌ ŶeaƌlǇ ϯϬ 
Ǉeaƌs. HaǀiŶg liǀed iŶ the Paƌish foƌ alŵost his eŶtiƌe life, theƌe ǁas ǀeƌǇ little that he 
didŶ͛t kŶoǁ aďout the histoƌǇ aŶd deǀelopŵeŶt of SopleǇ aŶd BƌaŶsgoƌe aŶd theƌe 
ǁeƌe ŵaŶǇ oĐĐasioŶs ǁheŶ his ďaĐkgƌouŶd kŶoǁledge pƌoǀed iŶǀaluaďle to his 
CouŶĐil Đolleagues. The pƌeseŶt Paƌish CouŶĐil ǁas ǀeƌǇ soƌƌǇ to heaƌ of his passiŶg 
aŶd the ŵeŵďeƌs ǁould like to offeƌ theiƌ siŶĐeƌe ĐoŶdoleŶĐes to his ǁidoǁ, JaĐkie, 
aŶd daughteƌ, MiĐhelle͛. 
I would like to say that on the whole it as been another good 
productive year. We have achieved things and are still 
working on other matters. I would like to thank members of 
the community, Parish Councilor's and the Clerk for their 
support and hard work over the past year. 
 
Dan Shutler, Chairman (Sopley Parish Council). 

————————————————————— 
Dates for your Diary  

Parish Council  Meetings  are usually held on  the third Thursdays 
every other month @ 7.30pm in the Parish Hall -   confirmed dates 

are advertised in the  Parish Boards and on the website: 
www.sopley.gov..uk. 

AGM & Annual Assembly  
Thursday, 18th May 2017 at 7.30pm 

All events  are held at 
the Parish Hall unless 
otherwise stated and 
are subject to change.  

Please keep an eye on 
the  Parish Boards and 

website. 

www.Sopley.gov.uk.  

 

Any queries please 
contact one of the 

Parish Hall committee 
members or  

email 
parish.clerk@sopley.gov.
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2 

SOPLEY  

FESTIVAL 
     

 

Saturday July 15th 2017 
 Moorlands College 12–5pm 

Vintage Tractors    Classic Cars    Steam Engines 

  Fun Dog Show    Craft & Produce stalls   Bar & BBQ 

 Tea lawn with refreshments and live entertainment from lo-
cal performers, including The Bluestockings Vocal Trio 

Children’s play area with games and activities for all ages. 

 

General enquiries        Stallholder enquiries 

   Sopley Festival SopleyFestival2017@gmail.com 
   Ann Ramm  01425 674668 

 

www.sopley.gov.uk/sopley-parish-hall 
Organised by Sopley Parish Hall Committee              Charity No. 1130934 

All monies raised go towards the refurbishment of Sopley Parish Hall 
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Parish Clerk’s Report  
 

Email: parish.clerk@sopley.gov.uk 

Telephone: 01425 674833 

Mobile: 07935 448405 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi All, 
 

 

As already mentioned by Chairman Shutler we are still trying to get our Community 
Speedwatch Scheme off the ground. We need a minimum of six people to start the 
project and get the volunteers training started. I have the application forms and 
can print and send or email as appropriate please just let me know, my email is 
parish.clerk@sopley.gov.uk or call me on either of the telephone numbers above. 
 

I would like to thank all those that helped with the litter pick at the start of April it 
again was a fantastic turn out. I have pencilled in next year’s date at this stage and 
hope you may be able to pop it in your diaries for next year 14th & 15th April 
2018. This will be confirmed in the Parish Boards/Websites nearer the time.  
 

As with all Events I am more than happy to print and advertise on the above too. 
Just drop me an email, parish.clerk@sopley.gov.uk. 
 

2016 was an interesting year and some big projects were undertaken, a rather 
large tree came down in the Cemetery and had to be removed, a vehicle hit the 
Lychgate on the entrance to the Cemetery and luckily for us the Sopley Community 
spirit kicked in again and some lovely Parishioners offered to repair and put good 
the damage. So thanks to them again. Also a number of trees had to be lopped and 
maintained at Shirley Common which was no cheap matter either, still the funds 
look healthy and the Council continues with a steady bank balance and we were 
still able to donate funds to the Parish Hall Refurbishment Project. If anybody 
would like to have a look at the proposed plans and offer their services please 
contact me. 
 

Due to unforeseen circumstances the Annual Sopley Festival has had a change of 
venue for this year and will be held at Moorlands College on Ringwood Road. I look 
forward to seeing you all there on 15th July 2017. 12 until 5pm with lots of Craft 
stalls, Live Entertainment, bars, BBQ’s Dog Show’s, tea and coffee and cakes stalls. 
Then in the evening live entertainment and food from 7pm in the grounds of the 
Woolpack Inn. 
With all kind wishes, 
 

Katie x 
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Annual Sopley Spring Clean 2017 
 

Many thanks to all of the Parishioners who 
helped with the Annual Litter Pick on Saturday 8th April 2017. 

Great turnout again and a lovely dry sunny day for it, thanks also to the lovely 
people who helped in the background and ensured the rubbish collections were 

appropriately placed and then collected by NFDC. 
Thanks also to the Woolpack for letting us congregate in the lovely pub garden 

after the litterpick. 
 

Confirmed dates will be listed on the Parish Noticeboards and website. 
www.sopley.gov.uk 

 

      Next year’s Litter Pick date is pencilled in for 14th April 2018 
so please make a note in you Diary. 

D.SHUTLER FENCING & EQUESTRIAN CONTRACTORS 

FENCING ~ MENEGE CONSTRUCTION 

MUCK HEAP REMOVAL ~ PADDOCK MAINTENANCE   
HEDGE CUTTING ~ HAY & STRAW 

 

01425 673113 

07870404513 

danshutler@aol.com 

 

www.sopley.gov.uk 
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SOPLEY VILLAGE WI 

Sopley Village WI has eŶjoǇed a fuŶ paĐked Ǉeaƌ, ǁe ŵeet oŶ the ϯƌd TuesdaǇ of the ŵoŶth, usuallǇ at 
the SopleǇ Village Hall, Pƌiest LaŶe. 

MoŶthlǇ ŵeetiŶgs haǀe ďeeŶ eŶthusiastiĐallǇ atteŶded ďǇ aŶ iŶĐƌeasiŶg ŵeŵďeƌship this Ǉeaƌ ǁho haǀe 
ŵade Ŷeǁ fƌieŶds, soĐialised, dƌuŶk tea, Đoffee, ǁiŶe ate suŵptuous Đakes, aƌƌaŶged floǁeƌs, leaƌŶt 

aďout the ďeŶefit's of hǇpŶotheƌapǇ, ŵet the Ŷeǁ ǀiĐaƌ Reǀ Nigel LaĐeǇ, ŵade ďeautiful felt ďƌooĐhes ďut 
ŵost of all had fuŶ.   Classes as diǀeƌse as Cheese ŵakiŶg aŶd Chƌistŵas Dooƌ ǁƌeath ŵakiŶg haǀe also 

ďeeŶ eŶjoǇed ďǇ soŵe ŵeŵďeƌs. 
Meŵďeƌs aƌe eŶĐouƌaged to shoǁ off theiƌ skills, eǀeŶ fiŶd taleŶts theǇ didŶ't kŶoǁ theǇ had iŶ the Neǁ 
Foƌest Shoǁ iŶ the WI TeŶt, ϮϬϭϲ theŵe "OŶĐe UpoŶ a Tiŵe" ǁith ŵaŶǇ aǁaƌds gaiŶed iŶ Đlasses fƌoŵ 
'Jaŵes aŶd the GiaŶt PeaĐh' ;peaĐh ĐhutŶeǇͿ, 'Roŵeo aŶd Juliet' ;a ďeaded gift fƌoŵ hiŵ to heƌͿ, floǁeƌ 
aƌƌaŶgiŶg aŶd photogƌaphǇ.  Ouƌ eŶtƌǇ iŶ the stoƌǇ saĐk ĐoŵpetitioŶ a displaǇ ƌelatiŶg to the ĐhildƌeŶ͛s 

ďook 'BloǁŶ AǁaǇ' ŵaǇ Ŷot haǀe ďeeŶ a ǁiŶŶeƌ at the shoǁ ďut it ĐeƌtaiŶlǇ ǁas oŶ OĐeaŶ ǁaƌd,  
SouthaŵptoŶ GeŶeƌal Hospital ǁheƌe the staff aŶd ĐhildƌeŶ ǁeƌe thƌilled ǁith ouƌ doŶatioŶ.  

We ĐoŶtiŶue to suppoƌt ǀillage eǀeŶts as a WI ǁe agaiŶ had a ǀeƌǇ suĐĐessful ďottle toŵďola at the  
Suŵŵeƌ Festiǀal, it ǁas a ďeautiful suŶŶǇ fuŶ paĐked daǇ.  WI ŵeŵďeƌ JaŶet ǁith fƌieŶds aŶd ŵeŵďeƌs 

supplied Đopious Đups of tea aŶd Đakes to ŵeŵďeƌs of the puďliĐ  aŶd agaiŶ oŶ the Ŷot so suŶŶǇ  
afteƌŶooŶ iŶ Septeŵďeƌ JaŶet fƌieŶds aŶd soŵe ŵeŵďeƌs Đould ďe fouŶd seƌǀiŶg teas at the ďƌass ďaŶd 
ĐoŶĐeƌt. This Ǉeaƌ pƌoŵises to ďe as iŶteƌestiŶg aŶd ďusǇ, ǁith this Ǉeaƌs pƌogƌaŵŵe aǀailaďle aŶd plaŶs 

foƌ the SopleǇ Festiǀal ;ϭϱth JulǇ at a Ŷeǁ ǀeŶueͿ, ouƌ soĐial suŵŵeƌ BBQ aŶd a Chƌistŵas FaǇƌe ǁith 
Đƌaft stalls, afteƌŶooŶ tea aŶd eŶteƌtaiŶŵeŶt ďeiŶg plaŶŶed to ǁhiĐh Ǉou aƌe all iŶǀited.  

DO PLEASE LOOK AT THE PARISH NOTICBOARDS FOR OUR MEETING TOPICS OR  

WEBSITE WWW.SOPLEY.GOV.UK 

All loĐal ladies aƌe ǁelĐoŵe foƌ fiŶd out ŵoƌe aŶd Đoŵe aloŶg foƌ a ͞tasteƌ͟ eǀeŶiŶg, foƌ ǁhiĐh a £ϰ.ϬϬ 
Đhaƌge is paǇaďle. The AŶŶual Meŵďeƌship is £ϯϵ.ϬϬ, foƌ ŵoƌe iŶfoƌŵatioŶ ĐoŶtaĐt Tƌish oƌ Katie. 

 

Chairman Trish Powell: 01425 672503 or Trishp24@hotmail.com 

Secretary Katie Hughes: 01425 674833— parish.clerk@sopley.gov.uk 

Find out more about the Women’s Institute go here: www.thewi.org.uk 

http://www.thewi.org.uk
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2017 DIARY 

 

SOPLEY VILLAGE 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings held in 

Sopley Village Hall, 
Priest Lane, Sopley 

BH23 7BA 

 

3rd Tuesday each month 

 

7.00pm-9.00pm 

 

Visitors pay £4.00 per meeting 

 

 

 

 

Jan 17th
 

 

 

Feb 21st
 

 

 

Mar 21st 

 

Apr 18th 

 

 

 

May 16th
 

 

 

Jun 20th 

 

Jul 18th
 

 

Aug 15th
 

 

Sep 19th 

 

Oct 17th
 

 

Nov 21st 

 

 

Dec 19th
 

 

 

Meeting including our vote 
on 2017 Resolutions  
 

Lisa Lockyer – Tropic  
Cosmetics. 
 

Julia Carpenter -  Pottery 

 

Sally Mackness – Home  
Furnishings 

 

Annual Meeting, Supper & 
Ukelele playing! 
 

Tour of Moorlands College 

 

Summer Party – Maggie’s 

 

Social Evening: make & chat 

 

Harvest Festival 
 

Antique Valuation – Mr Ozier 

 

Christmas Decorations 

 

 

Christmas Party with  
seasonal entertainment  
and food 

 

 

President: 
Mrs Trish Powell 
01425 673521 

Trishp24@hotmail.com 

 

Secretary: 
Mrs Katie Hughes 

01425 674833 

Parish.clerk@sopley.gov.uk 

 

 

 

 

Committee may change at the 

Annual Meeting in May 2017. 
 

 

 

For more information about the 
WI: 

 

National Federation: 

www.thewi.org.uk 

 

Hampshire Federation: 

www.hampshirewi.org.uk 
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OWLS   BARN  FARM 
 

CAR   BOOT   SALES 

 
4TH SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH 

STARTING APRIL   TO   OCTOBER 

SELLERS 9am – 1pm       BUYERS 10am – 1pm 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Sopley Parish Council meetings, 
please note these are Council Meetings 

held in Public not a Public Meeting. 
 

18/05/17-7.30pm AGM Annual Assembly. 
22/06/17-7.30pm Audit Finance Meeting 

20/07/17-7.30pm SPC Meeting 

21/09/17-7.30pm SPC Meeting 

26/11/17-7.30pm Finance Meeting 

23/11/17-7.30pm SPC Meeting 

18/01/18-7.30pm SPC Meeting 

15/03/17-7.30pm SPC Meeting 

17/05/18-7.30pm AGM Annual Assembly. 
 

Agendas and Minutes are available at 
www.sopley.gov.uk 
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Your local Sparky!  

 

*Rewires, full or partial, no job too small (or too big!) 
*Regularly work on farms, stables, barns, outbuildings  
etc. 
*External wiring to gardens, ponds, outbuildings,  
gazebos, etc. 
*Thatched, listed and period properties a speciality 

*Full inspection and testing to City & Guilds 2391 for  
property  
pre-sales and pre-purchase 

*Inspection & testing reports for insurance company 
requirements 

*Fault-finding 

*Security lighting  
*New supplies installed, underground & catenary 
(overhead) 
*Full £2M public liability and public indemnity  
insurance 

*Part P registered all work guaranteed 

*Many years experience working for leading aerospace 

 and defence companies worldwide 

*References available, mostly from local households and  
businesses 
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Sopley Parish Hall Annual Report – 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I’ll start with a brief opening shot to make some of our longer standing community members feel 
their age. Can you believe  that it was 10 years ago when we first began the process of applying 
for grant funding to raise money towards the costs of refurbishing our Parish Hall? Well, it was, 
and I’m pleased to say that the facility has been well used and very much at the heart of our 
Community ever since. However, in 2007 we could only raise sufficient funds to refurbish Phase 1 
of the project – that was the main hall, and to provide much needed new toilet facilities and a 
foyer. This was enough to enable us to open for business, but it left us with Phase 2 outstanding, 
which was the refurbishment of the kitchen, bar, storage rooms and the small hall, - all in a very 
sorry state of repair, and we have been raising funds ever since to enable us to finish the job by 
rebuilding them too. We now believe that through our fund raising efforts, and with help and 
support from Sopley Parish Council, we have saved nearly enough money to complete the job, 
and the Hall Committee are currently considering a variety of alternative ways to bring the 
restoration project to a conclusion. 

 

We have had another great year again in 2016 - 17, with continued use from all our usual users 
including Sopley WI, Glad Rags, Stage Door, Reiki, Hurn & Dorset Caravan Club, Christchurch 
Bicycle Club, Friends of Sopley Church, and more recently we have hosted Hurn Air Scouts whilst 
they await completion of their new accommodation slightly nearer home. Sadly, we lost one of 
our best and most worthwhile customers, The Stable Family Homes Trust Touching Base Club, 
following a devastating accident involving their Manager Mary Hindmarch and her partner. We 
wish them all the very best and hope to have them back with us as a Hall user at sometime in the 
future. 

 

Throughout the last twelve months we have tried to provide a continuous programme of 
community activities which have included:  

Beer & Skittles. Always a favourite and hosted, as usual, by Cynthia and Norman Hiscock.  

Car Treasure Hunt. With a record number of entries this year, and an excellent BBQ supper 
provided by Steve and Dianne Banger 

Beetle Drive and Bingo. Two new events for us, and they’ll certainly be included in the 
programme for the coming year. 

Quiz Night. With questions this year set by Quiz Mistress Ann Collins and her Family, and won by 
the victorious Melling family of Priest’s Lane - who now have the dubious honour of setting the 
questions for next year’s event.   
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The Sopley Festival 2016 was the biggest and best yet – hosted at Owls Barn and the Vicarage 
by Ron and Lizzy Lakey and their neighbour Kate White. Ron and Lizzy are going to take a well 
earned break from the Festival in 2017, so this year we are grateful to Moorlands Bible College 
for allowing us to host the Festival in their grounds on July 15th. In addition for the traditionalists 
amongst us, and if Kate agrees, we would still like to hold a quintessentially English Garden Party 
at the Vicarage during September. 

 

Christmas Party and St Patrick’s night celebrations.  These were two excellent events, very well 
attended and great fun with live music provided by our own House Band, The Hall Raisers. At 
this point, and with the sound of our recent St Patrick’s night celebrations still ringing in my ears,  
I have to say a big thank you to the Hall Raisers for providing musical entertainment at our local 
functions for many years now,  helping us to raise much needed funds for our Hall restoration 
project. Well done, and thank you to Phil Emmel, Ron Lakey, Chas Rowden, Siubhan O’Neill, and 
John Eccles – helped along by numerous other local musicians who have been press ganged 
into performing for us along the way. 

 

Thanks to all our committee members for slogging away throughout the year to enable us to run 
the Hall. New additions Steve & Dianne Banger and Ian & Judy Pinder have made a tremendous 
difference to the rest of us. 

 

No report would be complete without the usual appeal for help. All of our committee members 
will claim to be over worked and under paid, (laugh out loud if you want to!), so we are always in 
need of additional help and support of any kind to enable us to run the Hall and provide a 
programme of Community events throughout the year. Please come forward and help us make 
the glue that sticks our community together! 

 

Caroline Paul 

Chair – Sopley Parish Hall Committee. 
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SOPLEY     
PARISH 
COUNCIL   
ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING & 
ANNUAL     
ASSEMBLY 2017 

THURSDAY 18th  May  2017 at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall 

After the conclusion of a brief session of formal business, the 
Annual Assembly provides an opportunity for Parishioners to raise 
for general discussion, any matters or suggestions that may be of 

concern or interest to the wider community.  

The meeting will then be addressed by our guest speaker PC Sam, 
who will be available to introduce himself to the local community 

and answer any questions you may have for him. 

  

 

MOT CENTRE . REPAIRS . SERVICING . DIAGNOSTICS 

AIR-CON . WELDING . BRAKES . CLUTCHES . EXHAUSTS 

FRIENDLY SERVICE FROM YOUR LOCAL FAMILY-RUN GARAGE 

OpeŶiŶg tiŵes MoŶ - Fƌi ϴ:ϬϬ to ϭϳ:ϯϬ Sat ϴ:ϬϬ to ϭϮ.ϯϬ. 
TelephoŶe: ϬϭϰϮϱ ϲϳϯϲϵϲ Faǆ: ϬϭϰϮϱ ϲϳϰϰϰϬ 

email: sopley.garage@btconnect.com   www.sopleygarage.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.sopleygarage.co.uk
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VINTAGE TEA PARTY 

AT SMUGGLERS 

SOPLEY 

SUNDAY 4TH JUNE 2017 

AT 2pm-  5pm  

 

IN AID OF  
ST MICHAELS & ALL ANGELS  

CHURCH FUNDS, SOPLEY   
 

 

ALL WELCOME 

 

 

ENTRY £3.50 TO INCLUDE TEA AND  
HOME MADE CAKE. TICKETS IN ADVANCE 

FROM DEE DUNN 07766 523907 OR 
KATRINA WEST 07749 622070 
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Friends Of Sopley 

Church 
 

 

FRIENDS OF SOPLEY CHURCH 

 

The Friends of Sopley Church is a charity which was set up originally by 

Rev Alan Sessford in March 1977 for the purpose of raising funds to help 

maintain our beautiful church, it has grown over the years and we have 

funded several projects. We are now proud to celebrate 40 years since the 

Friends was started and hope that this year we finally see the restoration of 

the Mural above the Chancel Arch, a project that has been a long time in 

getting to this stage but we hope that the work will begin during the 

summer. We have a small committee and at present about 90 members. We 

hold social events through the year to raise funds and everyone is welcome 

at these you don’t have to be a member. If anyone would like to become a 
member it costs £5 a year just contact me on 01425 672755 for more 

information. 

 

The following events have been arranged for the coming year: 

 

 Saturday 17th June 12 Noon – Summer Lunch at Thorney Hill  

Community Centre. 

 Saturday 7th October 7pm – Quiz Night at Sopley Village Hall. 

 Saturday 9th December 10.30am – Sherry & Mince Pies  at  

The Old Vicarage Sopley 

 

Jackie Gibson (Secretary) 
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The Woolpack Inn 

 

Many thanks to you all for your 
continued support.  

 

 

 

 

The woolpack has had many successful events over the past year, it was lovely to 
see in the new year with so many of you and with the 80’s band “YOU an ME 

BOTH” in what was possibly the best new year’s eve party ever, 
and a great time had by all. 

 

Quiz night has proved very popular and Tuesday nights have a 
great community turn out, it is really good to see all of the locals 
joining together and having fun. If you’re interested in coming 
along and taking part it’s on a Tuesday at 8.30pm it’s only £1 per 

person to play and teams no more than 6. 

 

For those budding musicians or those of you that like to listen to some up and 
coming talent we have open mic here the last Monday of the month starting at 
8.pm. 

 

The Christchurch and Highcliffe brass band played in the garden 
last August the beautiful sounds could be heard across the village, 
they also came along to play Christmas carols on the evening of 
our grand Xmas draw.  We will be welcoming them back for the 
summer garden event on the 13th August they will be starting at 
12.30pm 

 

 

We had two very successful butchery evenings hosted by the 
award winning Peter Treble butchers, they were great fun and 
very informative and the proof was in the tasting.  We have 
more butchery evenings coming up so keep an eye out on our 
Facebook page or website. 
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We have been attending the Sopley village fair with our stall 
selling our homemade bar snacks, pork pies, sausage rolls, 
crackling and scotch eggs, do pop by and see us and try 
some. 

 

 
 
The new Spring/summer menu is out now with plenty of seasonal delights, we 
have a new and exciting breakfast menu and an 
additional nibbles section. The nibbles selection 
has a very Mediterranean theme, allowing you 
to sit back with your glass of tipple and enjoy a 
sample of either Hummus & crostinies, Olives & 
Sundried tomatoes, Feta stuffed peppers, 
Anchovies, Gambas al pil pil (Prawns in a garlic 
& chilli sauce), Bocconcini & pesto (Small 
mozzarella balls) or if you can’t decide try them 
all on the new grazing board. 
 

 

With the local people of Sopley as our focus you play your part in giving us the 
encouragement to continue to provide great food, drink and entertainment.  

 

Please don’t forget for the residents of Sopley to ask for your Community Discount 
Card and can be used to obtain 10% off drinks on Fridays from 5pm to 9pm. 

 

Please keep an eye out for future events. 

Anyone wishing to hold an event at the pub, please pop in and discuss your ideas. 
Tel: 01425 672252  

Email: info@woolpackinnsopley.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/TheWoolpackInnSopley 

www.woolpackinnsopley.co.uk 

  

  

 

  

 

mailto:info@woolpackinnsopley.co.uk
http://www.facebook.com/TheWoolpackInnSopley
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The Woolpack Inn 

Recipe for strawberry cheesecake:- 12 portions  

Equipment:- 
12inch round spring loaded tin with base 

Mixer with chop attachment (clear plastic bag and rolling pin if you don't have a mixer) 
Mixing bowl 
Whisk  
Bevelled pallet knife (back of spoon will do) 

Ingredients:- 
210g Digestive biscuits 

120g Butter 
1kg Creamed cheese 

1 Vanilla pod 

½ Lemon juice and grated rind (using the small grate) 
200g Caster sugar  
1.5 punnets  Sopley Strawberries 

½ litre Double cream 

Method:- 
Melt butter, blend digestives and add butter to the mix. 
Making sure the base is in the tin and the spring is closed place the biscuit base mix in the bottom. Using 
the pallet knife flatten making sure it reaches the edges. 
Put the double cream into a mixing bowl and whip lightly (soft peaks) add creamed cheese, using a whisk 
slowly mix the two ingredients, being careful not to over whip the cream. 
Cut the vanilla in half and scrape out the pods, add to the mixture along with the lemon juice and rind. 
Slowly add the sugar until the required taste. 
Wash and dice half the strawberries and place in the mixing bowl along with the mixture and fold in using 
a whisk (it is good if the strawberries break a little) 
Put on top of the biscuit base and flatten with your pallet knife or the back of a spoon. 
You can either leave whole or cut the strawberries and place on the top. Refrigerate for 3hours until set. 
Lightly heat the outside of the ring and run a knife along the inner edge of the ring. 
Take of the spring loaded ring and with a warm knife cut into twelve portions. 
You can serve this with warm white chocolate sauce on the side. 
The warmth of the chocolate and the coldness of the dessert complement each other well. 

 White chocolate sauce recipe:-   
100g White chocolate 

100ml  Double cream  
Warm together in the microwave  
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St Michaels & All Angels 
Church, Sopley 

 

The ĐhuƌĐh of St. MiĐhael aŶd All AŶgels is easilǇ oǀeƌlooked as it is hiddeŶ fƌoŵ the ŵaiŶ ƌoad. It is ǁell 
ǁoƌth a detouƌ. SittiŶg oŶ a ŵouŶd aďoǀe SopleǇ Mill aŶd the Riǀeƌ AǀoŶ is a ďuildiŶg ǁhiĐh is at the 
heaƌt of a thƌiǀiŶg ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ. It is opeŶ eaĐh daǇ aŶd ŵaŶǇ do Đall iŶ aŶd sit ƋuietlǇ oƌ adŵiƌe the 
atŵospheƌiĐ iŶteƌioƌ. All ĐhuƌĐhes haǀe a paƌtiĐulaƌ feel aďout theŵ aŶd St. MiĐhael͛s is a plaĐe ǁhiĐh, 
soŵehoǁ, seeŵs to ƌetaiŶ a holiŶess aďout it, alŵost as if the ĐeŶtuƌies of pƌaǇeƌs that haǀe ďeeŶ said 
theƌe stiĐk to the ǁalls aŶd halloǁ theŵ. Like ŵost ĐhuƌĐhes soŵe is aŶĐieŶt aŶd soŵe paƌts less so. The 
stƌikiŶg ŵuƌal oŶ the ĐhaŶĐel aƌĐh ;ǁhiĐh is aďout to ďe ƌestoƌed to it͛s foƌŵeƌ gloƌǇͿ oŶlǇ dates ďaĐk 
just oǀeƌ a ĐeŶtuƌǇ ago. MuĐh of the fittiŶgs iŶ the ĐhaŶĐel aƌe fƌoŵ just ďefoƌe the Fiƌst Woƌld Waƌ. 
EaĐh geŶeƌatioŶ has left its ŵaƌk oŶ this ƌeŵaƌkaďle ďuildiŶg. The PuƌďeĐk Maƌďle ĐoffiŶ slaďs ǁhiĐh 
Ŷoǁ staŶd eaĐh side of the dooƌ date fƌoŵ the thiƌteeŶth ĐeŶtuƌǇ. Visitoƌs aƌe ǀeƌǇ ǁelĐoŵe aŶd ǁe 
Ŷoǁ haǀe a ǀotiǀe staŶd at ǁhiĐh ĐaŶdles ĐaŶ ďe lit aŶd this has ďeĐoŵe a foĐus foƌ pƌaǇeƌ. 
Rosie, Miƌi aŶd I ŵoǀed heƌe iŶ Septeŵďeƌ aŶd ǁe haǀe had a ǁoŶdeƌful ǁelĐoŵe fƌoŵ ďoth SopleǇ 
aŶd BuƌtoŶ. ReĐeŶtlǇ aŶ appeal foƌ plaŶts foƌ the ViĐaƌage gaƌdeŶ, ǁhiĐh is eŵeƌgiŶg fƌoŵ a loŶg peƌiod 
of ŶegleĐt, has ƌesulted iŶ paƌts of SopleǇ ďeiŶg tƌaŶsplaŶted iŶto BuƌtoŶ! This is tǇpiĐal of hoǁ ǁaƌŵ 
aŶd ǁelĐoŵiŶg the ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ has ďeeŶ to us. Theƌe is a seƌious side to this as ǁell as theƌe is a ƌeŵit 
to gƌoǁ ďoth ĐhuƌĐhes aŶd this is the foĐus of ŵǇ tiŵe aŵoŶgst Ǉou.  
A ŵajoƌ featuƌe of life heƌe is the pƌeseŶĐe of the Mill Ŷeǆt dooƌ. This eǆĐelleŶt ǁeddiŶg ǀeŶue attƌaĐts 
Đouples fƌoŵ faƌ aŶd ǁide, ŵaŶǇ of ǁhoŵ ǁould like a ĐhuƌĐh ǁeddiŶg. This ƌesults iŶ a steadǇ stƌeaŵ 
of Đouples ǁho fiŶd a ǁoƌshippiŶg hoŵe aŶd a ĐhuƌĐh ǁhiĐh ǁill alǁaǇs ďe ͚theiƌs͛ iŶ a ǀeƌǇ speĐial ǁaǇ. 
Theƌe is ŵuĐh poteŶtial heƌe to ďuild upoŶ this ŵiŶistƌǇ of ǁelĐoŵe aŶd aĐĐeptaŶĐe. 
TalkiŶg of ǁhiĐh, St. MiĐhaels is a ǁelĐoŵiŶg aŶd aĐĐeptiŶg ĐhuƌĐh ǁheƌe all ŵaŶŶeƌ of people fiŶd a 
hoŵe. All aƌe ǁelĐoŵe, all aƌe loǀed, aŶd all of us Ŷeed God iŶ oŶe ǁaǇ oƌ aŶotheƌ. 
Whetheƌ it ďe a plaĐe to Đall iŶto aŶd fiŶd soŵe peaĐe, oƌ to joiŶ foƌ a speĐial seƌǀiĐe, oƌ SuŶdaǇ ďǇ 
SuŶdaǇ, I do hope that St. MiĐhael͛s ǁill ďe ͚Ǉouƌ͛ ĐhuƌĐh also. 
See ǁǁǁ.ďuƌtoŶsopleǇ.Đoŵ foƌ details of seƌǀiĐes aŶd ǁhat else is happeŶiŶg, as ǁell as ĐoŶtaĐt details. 
 

With eǀeƌǇ ďlessiŶg. 
 

 

Reǀd Nigel LaĐeǇ Pƌiest iŶ Chaƌge 
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ideliĐa  

 

Paella & all the  

trimmings at  

Sopley Mill 

 

for wedding & party catering info &  

bookings contact Emma Lopez 

call 01425 350350 or 07932 677255 

email emma@idelica.com 

visit www.idelica.com 

 

Dinner Choices at  

Burley Park: Meat, Seafood or  

Vege Paella,  

take it or leave it! 

 

 

      

        follow our feasts and fiestas at 

      facebook.com/paelladorsethampshire 
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BRANSGORE  COMMUNITY FIRST RESPONDERS 

 Registered Charity No. 1049778 

 

 

 

 

You may notice we have a new logo to replace the Crown crest we previously had. It's because 
the charity, to which all community first responders groups in Hampshire belong, has relaunched 
itself and set itself a number of objectives. We still display the Crown crest on our vehicles and 
uniforms to identify us as providing an ambulance service response, albeit as volunteers. 
 

We are pleased to report that we now have our first volunteer responder from Sopley. Jon has 
recently joined us following his training, and at the time of writing has already "gone solo". He  
attended his first 999 call on his own, after shadowing the team on a couple of other calls. We 
welcome Jon to the team and invite anyone else  who is interested in helping their community at 
a time of medical emergency, to give us a call on 0844 500 9699 and have a chat. No previous 
experience is necessary. The ambulance service provide the initial basic training over one 
weekend. We ask volunteers to give a minimum of 20 hours a month on call, and until the all 
important call comes, you are free to carry on with your everyday tasks in and around the village. 
It is one of the most rewarding types of voluntary work there is, and you could be helping to save 
a life in your community. You are never sent to any call where you may be at risk so you won't go 
to road traffic collisions, assaults, domestics, fires etc. 
 

One of the objectives of the new look South Central Ambulance Charity is to raise £1million in 
the next three years to ensure that everyone is within eight minutes of a public access 
defibrillator. These units can save lives in cases of cardiac arrest especially if used within a few 
minutes of the arrest. They are simple to use and need no training - although we can show you 
how to use one. You can do no harm! We have just donated one to Sopley Primary school where 
our Responder and past pupil, Emma, formally handed it over to pupils Erin and Jim, and head 
teacher Dan Twyman. That's just one reason why we ask for community support in the form of 
donations etc. 
 

Our Group aim must be to provide our response service and to try and achieve 24/7 cover. 
That's why we need as many volunteers as we can get. Sadly, until we have more volunteers to 
spread the demand this means we cannot always attend every local function or event we are 
invited to, either to have a stand or to provide First Aid cover. We hope you understand if we 
have had to decline an invitation this year. 
 

The Charity website can be found at www.sca-charity.org.uk/ 
To learn more please do visit the site. 
Our Group website can be found at 
www.bransgorecommunityresponders.org.uk/ and we have  a 
Facebook Page and Twitter account too. Our colleagues at 
Heartstart Bransgore-New Forest  offer free CPR and life 
support training within the community in one two and a half 
hour session. Call 0844 500 9699. 

http://sca-charity.org.uk/
http://www.bransgorecommunityresponders.org.uk/
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News from Moorlands, 
 

I’ve been thinking a lot lately about the importance of places. I’m writing this having just returned from a 
hugely enriching trip to Copenhagen, whilst my colleagues at Moorlands College have also been travelling 
for both work and pleasure; spending time in the remote islands of Scotland, the depths of the US, and the 
far reaches of Japan. For each of us, the privilege of travelling to such places will knit together new 
experiences and memories in ways that could never be unravelled back into individual threads. To the 
good or ill, places have a tendency to shape us—often more than we can shape them. 
 

Sometimes churches struggle with the notion of place: if we come together in a traditional church building, 
might we appear irrelevant, or could it put off newcomers? Yet if we assemble in a school or other 
borrowed building, do we risk losing our sense of identity as a people gathered together to meet with God 
himself? In the Bible, places are frequently of huge importance—the Garden of Eden; the desert of the 
wandering Israelites; the animal shelter of Jesus’ birth; the shameful wasteland of Jesus’ crucifixion; and 
the heavenly city promised in the book of Revelation… These are just a few of the more obvious ones. 
Places matter. 
 

At Moorlands, we’re blessed by having a campus located in such a special place as ours. Nearly 70 years 
ago, the College started life in Matlock, Derbyshire; later moving south to Dawlish, Devon; before finally 
relocating east, and settling at our current site in Sopley in 1970. Although we now have established 
Regional Centres in both the South West and the Midlands, and plans for others elsewhere in the UK in 
the future, Sopley is the place Moorlands College calls ‘home’.  
 

Last year, I was delighted when so many of you joined us one summer’s evening for a cream tea and a 
public nosey around the campus. This year, working closely with the Parish Hall Committee, we’re able to 
go one further, by hosting the annual Sopley Festival in our grounds on Saturday 15 July 2017. We’re 
looking forward to welcoming hundreds of local residents and visitors on the day, to enjoy this place 
together as a community. Because people matter even more than places. In fact, at the heart of 
Christianity is the amazing news that we don’t have to travel anywhere in order to encounter God. Instead, 
he lovingly seeks us, finds us, and yearns to share life with us—wherever we are. 
 

Neil Tinson 

Marketing Manager, Moorlands College 

 

----- 

 

Moorlands College, Christchurch 

Dorset BH23 7AT 

United Kingdom 

----- 

T. +44 (0)1425 674500 

http://www.moorlands.ac.uk 

----- 

Company Number 4241702   
Registered Charity 1092000 

 

http://www.moorlands.ac.uk


 

21 

 

     

  The  Fo rtune  Ce ntre  o f Riding  The rapy  
Re giste re d Charity Numbe r 1045352 

 

Telephone: 01425 673297 ~ www.fortunecentre.org  
 

The Fortune Centre of Riding Therapy (FCRT) provides education for those whose needs cannot be 

met elsewhere. Its mission is to enable people who are motivated by horses and who have special 

needs, to relate more successfully to others and to develop greater independence and skill and 

have more control over their own lives. 

This is done through their involvement with horses. This unique, specialist use of horses, to allow 

and encourage people to learn and develop is the core of the FCRT work. It is the reason for its 

existence and has been the mission since its foundation in 1976. 

The residential Further Education Through Horsemastership (FETH) Course runs for three years. The 

FCRT is inspected by Ofsted and is included on the Secretary of StateĜs List of Independent 

Specialist Providers under the Department for Education.   

FETH Course students are resident at Wootton Hall Farm and on the Avon Tyrrell site. Lanfranco 

House in Burley is the home of young people (ěAssociatesĜ) who are at the FCRT on open ended 

placements. In 1990 Jennifer Dixon-Clegg took on the role of Director of the Fortune Centre of 

Riding Therapy (FCRT), which at that time had less than twenty staff. 

The FCRT now has over eighty staff, over twenty residential students and a greater breadth of scope 

in the delivery of Equine Facilitated Education and Therapy. Jennifer also regularly recognises and 

appreciates the understanding and support of the local community and their willingness to become 

involved with the work of the FCRT.  

After what must seem a life time with FCRT, Jennifer will step down as Director in 2017 after twenty 

seven years at the helm.  Throughout this time, with the support of the co-founders the late Mrs 

Jenny Baillie and Mrs Yvonne Nelson, Jennifer has driven FCRT forward to the highly successful 

operation it is today, standing up for the rights of young people to have an appropriate education 

and that linked to horses, a combination that is JenniferĜs first love. 

 
 
 

http://www.fortunecentre.org
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News from Avon Tyrrell Estate 

This year has largely been one of consolidation. 
 

The rebuild of 54 Ringwood Road is nearing complete  The 
structural condition of 37 Ripley has necessitated a rethink of our 
plans for refurbishment. 
 

I'm glad to say that under the skilled and experienced hands of 
Will and Lorraine, and their dedicated staff, the New Queen is once 
again booming  with excellent beer and quality food.  
 

Replanting of the areas felled in Peckhams Firs, the Two Spinneys, 
Two Bridges and Whistlers has all been completed together with an 
extension to Legges Row. Ray Hiscock has completed the 
mammoth task of digging out the ditches in Whistlers.  
 

On the farming  front we have reverted to growing  oilseed rape. 
Sadly there is no longer a good enough market for herbage seed 
so that grass crop  has been discontinued. 
 

Finally on the fishing front the run of salmon has continued and 
plenty of large pike have also been caught.  
 

 
Willie Manners 

  

 

 

Congratulations to Chairman Shutler 
and his lovely wife Lizzie on the birth of 

their beautiful daughter   

Maddie  

born on 26th March at 7.45pm 

Weighing 9lb 6ozs. 

                                xxxxxxxxxxxxx 
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SOPLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL  
BH23 8ET 

www.sopleyprimaryschool.co.uk 
 

SUMMER FETE  
12-3pm SATURDAY 24th JUNE 2017 

 

So much more than a school fete, this is a community event for all in Sopley and the surrounding Parishes 
 music and arena events throughout  
the afternoon to entertain you  
lovely stalls to buy and play games 

 

      
     DETAILED POSTERS WILL GO UP IN MAY 

 
PLEASE ADD THIS DATE TO YOUR DIARY 

FUNDS RAISED GO DIRECTLY TO THE SCHOOL’S CHILDREN THROUGH  

THE PARENT AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION, “FRIENDS OF SOPLEY SCHOOL” 

 

Offers of help and donations for the fete are to be directed to  

Friends of Sopley School  

 

email: helen-whalley82@hotmail.co.uk (Chair FSS)susansharp@ntlworld.com 
(secretary of FSS) 

http://www.sopleyprimaryschool.co.uk
mailto:helen-whalley82@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:susansharp@ntlworld.com
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 Norman Hiscock MINI EXCAVATOR WORK —Fully insured  
• LANDSCAPING 

• GRAVEL DRIVES 

• DITCHING (LOW RATES) 
• DRAINAGE 

• SITE CLEARANCE 

• HOUSE FOOTINGS—OVERSIGHTS 

• 3 TON AVAILABLE 

26 Ripley, Nr Christchurch, 
Dorset  01425 674206  

*****************************************************************************************************************

Local beekeeper, based on Dorset/Hampshire border                                           
 

Swarms collected in Dorset & Hampshire  

Local honey for sale 

Local nucs & queens often available, April to October 

Thinking of keeping bees? Introductory sessions from just £20.00 

Call Zaz on 0794 - 1220201 

01425 - 672520 
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"All Saints has raised sufficient funds for installation of a toilet and it is now in and working! No more leg
-crossing during music evenings.....and there are a few music evenings planned for 2017 so look out for 
these on the Facebook page All Saints Thorney Hill. 
Saturday openings starts at Easter - 2-4pm; if you've ever driven by and wondered what it looks like inside 
- do come and see! It has a beautiful interior, excellent acoustics and the history of the church is 
fascinating. 
Finally there is a grave mapping project under way which will allow all graves (marked and unmarked) to 
be recorded and information kept on a database which people will be able to access and add their own 
stories and photos - the project will be a super way of preserving family histories in Thorney Hill. 
We look forward to seeing you." 

 

 

 

Sopley Farm Pick Your Own 
 

Open between May and October, and with fruit and vegetable fields in both Derritt 
Lane, Sopley and on the A35 near the Cat and Fiddle Inn at Hinton , Sopley Farm 
supplies a wide range of delicious local PYO and ready-picked soft fruit and in-season 
vegetables including their prized Sopley asparagus - the 2017 harvesting of which will 
shortly be underway ! 
SopleyFarmPYO, Derritt Lane, Sopley  BH23 7AZ Phone 01425 672451 

 

 

 

 

Sopley Salads 
Dennis and Zhivka Tanner grow a wide variety of seasonal vegetables and salad crops on 
their farm in Priest’s Lane, Sopley.  They sell their produce direct to the public through 
the local farmers markets network - including Christchurch Market on Mondays and 
Wimborne Market every Friday.  
Sopley Salads 

Badgers Farm, Priests Lane, Sopley  
Phone 01425 674150  Email: sopleysalads@btinternet.com 
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Parish Councillors 
Chairman* Daniel Shutler 

64 Fish St, Ripley, Bransgore 

Christchurch, BH23 8EU 

01425 673113 

 

Vice Chairman* Cllr. Dee Dunn 

Smugglers, 8 Sopley, 
Christchurch, BH23 7AY 

01425 672709 

 

Cllr. Andrew Rawstron 

17 Sopley, Christchurch,  
Sopley, BH23 7AX 

01425 672033 

 

Cllr. Anj Hill 
Fish St, Ripley, Bransgore 

BH23 8EU 

07711 655529 

 

Cllr. Teela Liberty-Spark 

The Woolpack Inn, Sopley 

BH23 7AX 

01425 672252 

 

Cllr. Alan Pope 

Sopley Court, Sopley  
BH23 8EU 

07802 811616 

 

Cllr. Carole Smedley 

Brook Cottage, Ripley 
BH238EU 

07813 625611 

 

* The Offices of Chairman and 
Vice Chairman of the Parish 
Council for the coming year, 

together with the composition 
of the various Council 

Committees, are decided by 
Council vote at the Annual 

General Meeting of the 
Council—which will be held on 

May 18, 2017 immediately 
preceding the Annual Parish 

Assembly. 
 

 

Sopley Parish Hall (Bookings)  
Dianne Banger 01425 474957 

 

Sopley School  
01425 672343 

 

St Michaels & All  
Angels Parish Church  

Liz Bishop  01425 672628 

 

Where can you find out more about 
the Parish Council?  

Parish Noticeboards are located in Sopley 
Village at the Parish Hall and in the layby 

adjacent to Sopley Forge, in Ripley next to 
the phone box/post box, in Avon by the 
old forge at the entrance to London Lane 

and in Ringwood Rd, Shirley next to 
Letterbox Cottage. 

Parish Council Meetings are held every 2 
months -  usually on the third Thursday of 

the month -  and are open to all 
Parishioners and interested parties. 

Meeting dates, venues and agenda details 
are posted on the notice boards and the 
parish website (www.sopley.gov.uk). The 
website also contains lots of useful local 
links to businesses, local authorities and 
community groups and organisations.  

USEFUL NUMBERS, CONTACTS AND INFORMATION 

Website: www.sopley.gov.uk 
 

Parish Clerk - Mrs Katie Hughes  
 

Parish.clerk@sopley.gov.uk 

01425 674833 

07935 448405 


